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NUs hiring 
of Mello as 
lobbyist irks 
some in GOP 


State Sen. Erdman 
questions move; Stothert 
indicates her displeasure 


By Rick RUGGLES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Some Nebraska Republicans 
question the wisdom of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska system’s hir- 
ing of Democrat Heath Mello as its 
chief lobbyist. 

Among those who call it a puz- 
zling hire are State Sen. Steve Erd- 
man of Bayard and J.L. Spray of 
Lincoln, the Republican national 
committeeman for Nebraska. NU 
Regent Hal Daub said he advised 
NU officials that hiring Mello 
would irritate some senators. 

The reaction by some — but not 
all — Republicans shows how po- 
liticized the relationship has be- 
come between the NU system and 
the Legislature. Friction sparked 
in late August when a Universi- 
ty of Nebraska-Lincoln graduate 
student-lecturer belittled a sopho- 
more who was recruiting students 
for the conservative organization 
Turning Point USA. Conservatives 
say the incident is evidence of lib- 
eral bias in the NU system. 

Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, 
who defeated Mello this year, 
called two NU regents, Bob White- 
house and Daub, after NU made 
the announcement this month. 

Stothert described those as pri- 
vate conversations, but she made 
it clear that she wasn’t calling to 
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GOODFELLOWS 

To make 

donations: 

Online: Omaha. 

com/goodfellows 

Mail: World-Herald 

Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St., 
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102 
Donations to date: $464,700.73 
Story in Midlands 


Witnesses 

to sexual 
harassment 
face risks, too 


NEW YORK (AP) — Life was 
going well for Christopher Partee 
when the woman approached him 
in tears. 

The forklift operator had recent- 
ly been made a permanent employ- 
ee at a Memphis warehouse newly 
opened by a supply-chain logistics 
company. His new supervisor was 
friendly to him, giving him spe- 
cial assignments and sometimes 
grabbing lunch with him. Partee 
thought perhaps he himself could 
eventually become a supervisor. 

But he was about to make a deci- 
sion that would upend his life. The 
woman, Tiffany Pete, asked Partee 
if he would serve as corroborating 
witness in a sexual harassment 
complaint against their supervi- 
sor. Partee was apprehensive but 
says he had seen his supervisor 
make lewd comments to women 
at the warehouse nearly every 
day, telling them what to wear and 
propositioning sex. He agreed to 
help and to speak directly to the 
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By Rick RUGGLES 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Close to 10 
blasts burst through the cold 
morning air Friday and two old 
University of Nebraska-Lin- 
coln residence halls crumbled 
seemingly in slow motion as 
dirt and smoke rose. 

Some 1,000 spectators in and 
near a parking garage four 
blocks away murmured in sur- 
prise at the sight, then cheered 
as though at a rock concert. 

“Whoa!” 

“Cool!” 

And that was the end of Cath- 
er and Pound Halls, 54-year-old 
high-rise dorms at UNL. 

Residence hall life is an im- 
portant time for many, much 
like summer camp or a person’s 
first crush. Cather and Pound 
now are rubble along 17th 
Street, but the memories creat- 
ed there will live on a long time. 

UNL officials said a quick 
review of the area revealed 
only two broken windows in 
two nearby buildings. So “from 


See Implosion: Page 8 


SEE THEM FALL ON 
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Cather and Pound Halls, where UNL students lived and learned for a 
half-century, are erased from campus skyline by 500 pounds of dynamite 
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RYAN SODERLIN/THE WORLD-HERALD 


AS OLD DORMS TUMBLE, 
MEMORIES SPILL OUT 


At top, people gathered atop a parking garage near 19th and Vine Streets in Lincoln 
to view Friday’s implosion. Once the dust had cleared, the 54-year-old Cather and 
Pound Halls had been reduced to 30-foot-high piles of rubble. 


Watch UNL’s Cather and Pound Halls disappear in a cloud of dust and smoke. 


By HAILEY KonNATH companies have joined with a lo- 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Music fans in these parts have 
their clubs and dimly lit bars. 
They have their concert halls, 
stand-alone amphitheaters and 
— if you know where to go — 
private house shows. For the big 
stuff, they have their arenas. 

Now two widely known booking 


cal developer on a concept that’s 
unlike anything local concertgo- 
ers frequent today: an indoor-out- 
door club and amphitheater. 

First they have to get La Vista 
on board. 

Omaha-based 1% Productions 
and Kansas-based Mammoth Inc., 
along with Omaha developer City 
Ventures, want to build the club in 


La Vista has not committed to taking on financial liability for the amphitheater portion of a proposed music venue, 
though the “project matches the city’s vision for 84th Street,” said La Vista spokesman Mitch Beaumont. 


Indoor-outdoor music club envisioned for La Vista 


the $235 million City Centre proj- 
ect in the works on 84th Street. 
Their plan, in its infancy, de- 
pends largely on La Vista leaders 
agreeing to build and own the out- 
door component. The city would 
also assume financial liability 
for the amphitheater, something 
leaders expressed a reluctance to 
do earlier this year after a study 


See Venue: Page 4 


Man expects to be charged 
in death of Sydney Loofe 


Aubrey Trail says that “having 
information about a case doesn’t 
.. mean you're guilty.” Midlands 


What happens when ACA 
mandate disappears in *19? 


Experts and lawmakers are split 
on effects on health costs and 
the number of uninsured. Money 


Omaha forecast 


High: 27 Low: 14 
Snow at night 1-2” Details: 6B 
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